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8. Festival for Third Life Period

International round table:

FROM STRATEGIES TO SERVICES FOR QUALITY OF LIFE
OF ELDERLY PEOPLE AND DISABLED PERSONS
IN HOME ENVIRONMENT


Wednesday, 1st October 2008, 14:00-18:00
Štihova dvorana, Cankarjev dom, Ljubljana, Slovenia
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The Festival for Third Life Period will be held for the eighth year running under the heading For tolerant and social coexistence of all generations. Special attention will be paid to the question about e-Inclusion. One of the most important parts of this year's festival is the exhibition of high-tech products, solutions and possible services based on ICT technologies (Park of solutions for a better life) that are intended to make life of elderly people and people with disabilities easier by solving their daily problems. About this topic also the international round table will take place at the festival. Many Slovenian experts and experts from abroad are invited, besides them also representatives of European Commission, civil society, Ministries and formal organizations of elderly people and disabled persons, providers of computer equipment and technological solutions.

The round table participants will present examples of European practices; they will exchange their opinions and experiences and point out new ideas that could be useful for strategies and implementation of programs for involving elderly people and disabled persons in e-services (specially in home environment) and their positive social and economical meanings and results.

Round table will be held in English and Slovenian language (consecutive interpreting).

The purpose of round table is to answer the question: How to realize strategic plans in the field of e-health and social protection of people with reduced abilities (elderly people, permanently sick and disabled people)? 

The round table aims:

· presentation of examples of European practices;

· to increase the awareness of acute problems of ageing population and people with special needs and also the possible solutions for this problem;

· to determine whether we understand possibilities for the enhancement of quality of life of elderly people and for reducing social and medical expenses in the use of new technologies;

· to point out that in Slovenia parallel strategies to European Union are being prepared and an attempt is being made to assure conditions for strategies implementation;

· to show that in Slovenia we strive to carefully plan future development of new services based on ICT; 

· to determine the barriers when introducing new services (where and what) and  to create conditions for lowering the barriers;

· to discuss the possibilities for development of new services based on ICT when considering »National social protection strategy«;

· to suggest improvements to »Law on Long-term Care« in relation to new services;

· to introduce the importance of inclusion of elderly people and disabled persons in the programme of e-services and its consequences in active participation in society;

· getting the message across the general and expert pubic, presentation of positive social and economical meanings and results of e-inclusion.

Debate should give at least some answers to following questions:

· Is the use of services based on ICT technologies reasonable for improving users' quality of life and supply of medical and social services?

· Do we have suitable executing plans for the realization of strategies in which ICT sollutions are included (time plan of realization, required assets)?

· Are strategies expected to include new services based on ICT? 

· Is the realization of expected results possible? Is there sufficient power for reaching goals? Is there enough knowledge, capacities, investing?

· How to introduce new services? What are the barriers?
